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THE FIRST STORE OWNER IN 
KENILWORTH

(CONTINUED from 
#03 MVV 9 MARCH, 2016)

In August 1925, the youthful 
Edwin Thomas Sims turned 14, left 

school and the following day began 
his working life as a shop assistant at 
Arthur’s Tanners General Store.  

In March 1927 the Kenilworth news 
in the Nambour Chronicle stated 
that Arthur Tanner had purchased 
the first garage from Messrs Tait and 
Muller.  The garage business was 
managed by his brothers–in-law – 

Ern and Dick Sims – the first Sims Bros Garage.

In September, 1932 The Nambour Chronicle reports on the 
sale of the original shop to be converted into a bakery.  In 2 
December issue of the same paper the opening of the new 
commodious premises was reported (Currently the Friendly 
Grocer).

During this time Arthur participated in numerous community 
activities – participating in and refereeing hockey and soccer 
matches as well as playing in district tennis competitions.  

He was Secretary to the Kenilworth School Committee in 

1925 when the negotiation for a new school building proved 
successful.  He also played Banjo in the Kenilworth Jazz 
Band.

On April 29, 1939 Arthur was elected councillor representing 
Division 1 in the Maroochy Shire Council.   In June 1939 his 
wife Winnie lost her life in a car accident.  On July 31 1942 
Arthur married Marjorie Jean Murray at the Clifton Terrace 
Methodist Church, Red Hill, Brisbane.  Jean was a trained 
Nursing Sister and took on the unofficial role of District Nurse, 
administering first aid to district residents between the weekly 
visit by Maleny and later Cooroy medical practitioners.

The store was divided into two businesses around 1944 when 
Arthur sold the lease of the Grocery establishment to his 
employee Harry (Algy) Muller.

Arthur continued to serve the community as Councillor 
throughout the years of the second World War and the post 
war years of greeting the displaced persons of Europe into 
our community until 1955. During his term in office he assisted 
in negotiations to have Kenilworth Township connected to 
the State electricity supply in September, 1951.  

In 1948 Mr Muller sold the grocery business to Ron and Dot 
McTaggart.  At that time there was a phone order/delivery 
service to all sections of the district.  Residents would phone 
in their weekly order and it would be delivered to the door 
and no additional charge.

Jean and Arthur continued working the Drapery Business 
until retiring in 1968, when it was sold to McTaggarts. 

More of the stories of the early days of Kenilworth Township 
are shown in the new display at the Kenilworth Museum – 
open every Sunday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Lenore Meldrum

President, Kenilworth & District Historical Assn Inc.

Pictured top left: Cr Arthur Edwin Tanner circa 1954

Kenilworth & District Remembers 
ANZAC Day  Monday 25 April 2016

MORNING SERVICE
7.30am to 8.30am

Breakfast in Kenilworth Town Park.
8.45am 

Marchers form-up opp. cheese factory.
9.20am to 10.10am

Memorial Service & Wreaths*

Please join us afterwards for tea, coffee and ANZAC biscuits.

*Individuals and families wishing to lay wreaths as part 
of the service are most welcome and are requested to 
contact Jim McKillop, President of the Kenilworth RSL 

Sub Branch on (07) 5446 0637.

ANZAC stands for Australian & New Zealand Army Corps.  ANZAC Day falls 
on the date of the Gallipoli landing in 1915 and honours all Australians 

who served and died in all wars, conflicts and UN peacekeeping operations.

KENILWORTH RAINFALL ‒ MARCH 2016  by Michael Pheiffer

Rainfall for Kenilworth in March 2016 was 96.8 mm which fell over 17 days. This was quite an improvement
over March last year when we only received 10.8 mm, although this year was still below average.


